Workforce Aligned State Scholarship Policy Database
Martin School of Public Policy and Administration, University of Kentucky

The Workforce Aligned State Scholarship Policy Database is produced by researchers from the Martin School of Public
Policy and Administration at the University of Kentucky. The database provides a comprehensive inventory of state-level
scholarship policies designed to address targeted workforce needs. Policies were identified through systematic reviews of
state agency websites and legislative records. Since scholarship policies evolve over time, the database reflects workforce
aligned state scholarships active as of July 1, 2025.

For the purposes of this database, workforce aligned state scholarships are defined as policies that meet all of the following
criteria:

1. Policies must directly link financial aid to a designated group of major fields or industries that have been identified by the
state as high-demand. They must support multiple high-demand major fields or industries rather than being limited to a
singular sector.

2. Eligible credentials supported by policies must be awarded or co-sponsored by an accredited postsecondary institution,
including credit- or non-credit-bearing certificates and diplomas, associate degrees, and bachelor’'s degrees.

3. Scholarship funds must ultimately be delivered for the sole benefit of eligible students, either disbursed directly to the
student or sent to an approved institution to be applied as credit toward the student’s account (e.g., tuition, fees, or other
qualifying expenses).

We also provide a corresponding Technical Notes document for this spreadsheet. In the Technical Notes, Appendix A
contains a detailed data dictionary for each variable included in the database. Appendix B lists the source information by
state and scholarship policy.



State
Alabama
Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas

Tlinois
Indiana
lowa
lowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
i

ind
Massachusetts

Nebraska
Nevada

North Carolina
North Carolina
North Dakota,

jon
Pennsylvania
South Carolina
South Dakota
South Dakota
Texas

Utah

Virginia
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
West Virginia
Wyoming

Type of Scholarship

Merit-Based

Need-Based

First-Dollar

Last-Dolar

Targeted Scholarship

Full-Tuition Scholarship

Reimbursement
latching

Type of Institution
Public-4vear

Public-2vear or less

Private nonorofit-4vear
Private nonorofit-2vear or less

Private fororofit-dvear (oroorietarv)
FIVAS 10IpION2ySal OF 1655

Indicator Codes
Y

N
NA

(Re)Engage Alabama Grant Program

4 Y
Short-Term Credential Scholarship Program 2024 Y N
Arizona Community College Workforce Scholarship 2024 N None Specified
Arkansas Workforce Challenge Scholarship 2017 Y Y
Colorado Career Advance (In-Demand Short-Term Credentials Proaram) 2023 ¥ None Soecified
Career Based Scholarshio 2022 ¥ Y
Open Door Grant 2021 Y M
Hope Career Grant 2013 Y Y
Idaho LAUNCH 2023 ¥ Y
Workforce Empowerment Initiative (formerly Workforce Equity Initiative) 2019 ¥ None Soecified
Next Level Jobs Workforce Ready Grant 2017 ¥ Y
Future Ready lowa Last-Dollar Scholarship 2019 Y M
Gap Tuition Assistance Program 2011 ¥ Y
Promise Act Scholarship 2021 Y Y
Work Ready Kentucky Scholarship 2016 Y Y
M.J. Foster Promise Program 2021 Y Y
Competitive Skills Scholarship Program 2008 ¥ Y
Workforce Shortage Student Assistance Grant Program 2006 Y N
Massachusetts High Demand Scholarship Program 2012 ¥ Y
Michigan Achievement Skills Scholarship 2022 Y M
Michigan Reconnect Short-Term Training Program 2020 ¥ Y
Workforce Development Scholarships. 2018 Y N
Fast Track Workforce Incentive Grant 2019 Y M
Community College Gap Assistance Program 2015 Y M
Workforce Incentive Grant 2022 N None Soecified
Governor's Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Scholarship 2020 N None Soecified
Short-Term Workforce Development Grant 2021 ¥ Y
Skilled Workforce Scholarship (Career Builders) 2019 Y Y
Short-Term Certificate Grant 2019 ¥ Y
Ohio Work Ready Grant 2023 Y Y
Workforce Ready Grant 2022 Y Y
Postsecondary Career Pathways 2022 Y None Specified
Grow PA Scholarship Grant Progra 2024 ¥ Y
South Carolina Workforce Industry Needs Scholarship (SCWINS) 2022 ¥ Y
Build Dakota Scholarship 2015 Y Y
Dakota Corps Scholarship 2005 Y None Specified
Texas Reskiling and Upskiling through Education (TRUE) Grant Program 2021 Y Y
Talent Development Award Program 2022 Y Y
New Economy Workforce Credential Grant 2016 Y Y
Get Skilled, Get a Job, Give Back Program (G3 Program) 2021 Y M
Washington State Opportunity Scholarship 2011 ¥ Y
West Virginia Invests Grant 2019 Y Y
HEAPS Workforce Grant 1999 ¥ Y
Wyoming Works 2019 Y None Specified

Requires a minimum level of academic achievement (€.g., GPA, test scores)
Eligibility or award amount is determined by financial need

Covers tuition or fees before any other gift aid is applied

Applied only after all other gift aid (e.g., Pell Grants, state grants) has been exhausted
Restricted to a specific demographic or group

Covers the ful cost of tuition

Repays students for expenses already incurred

Requires a dollar-for-dollar match from another source (e.g., a private donor)

State-supported colleqes and universities authorized to award bachelor's or higher dearees.
State-supported institutions whose highest award is the associate deree (or below). For example, community and technical colleges.
Privately governed, non-profit colleges and universities awarding bachelor's or higher degrees. For example, liberal arts colleges.

Privately governed, non-profit institutions whose highest award is the associate deree (or below). For example, private junior colleges.

Proprietary (for-profit) institutions awarding bachelor's or hiaher dedrees.
Proprietary (for-profit) institutions whose highest award is the associate degree (or below).

Yes

No
Not Available

Effective Year Current Policy? Review System for High-Demand Fields or Industries’ Comment

This scholarship ended in Seotember 2024.

This is a oilot proaram which ended after the 2023-2024 academic vear.
GEER ended Seotember 30. 2023,

This was the South Carolina Workforce Scholarshio for the Future after it was enacted bv the leaislature.

This is different from Fall 2021 GEER-funded TRUE Instit
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